
www.stpaulserie.org Year of Fellowship 

Join us for our March Faith Forum on End-of-Life Planning, 
presented by Gary Bax. This workshop will offer an in-
formative & enlightening look at end-of-life arrangements. 
We will be meeting in the Conference Room on Saturday, 
March 2 at 4 PM and Sunday, March 3 at 10:15 AM.  

All are invited to attend our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
at 6 PM on Tuesday, March 5 in the Fellowship Hall.  Come 
and eat as many pancakes as you can! Sausage, french toast 
sticks, fresh fruit, and beverages will also be provided. 
Questions? Contact Michelle Fuller FaithFami-
lyAndFriends@stpaulserie.org or 814-833-1761, ext. 351. 

The ELCA World Hunger Campaign begins during Lent.  
We’ll be distributing cute piggy banks for you to collect 
your coins in.  This is also the Year of the Pig for our Global 
Barnyard!  Each “pig” will cost $500 and all proceeds go to 
support the World Hunger Campaign.  For each $500 we 
raise, we will add a pig to our existing herd of cows & 
goats from previous years.   

Our cows & goats are receiving a much-needed makeover 
this winter & will be back on display soon.  Thanks to our 
pre-school kiddos for repainting our herd!   

 

Join us on our Lenten journey for the next 40 days, begin-
ning with Ash Wednesday worship and continuing with our 
mid-week Lenten soup suppers and worship.  Lenten soup 
suppers & worship begin March 13 and conclude April 10.   
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I Believe… 

Lent begins March 6 on Ash Wednesday.  During this season, we jour-
ney with Jesus to the cross and his death.  We hear how corrupt and 
unjust the powerful were who sentenced Jesus to death.  We watch as 
Jesus’ friends and disciples betray and deny him.  We feel Jesus’ loneli-
ness.  We reflect on our sins and how we have fallen short of God’s ex-
pectations of us.  But within this story of pain, sin, and sorrow, when 
God seems silent and removed, we still believe.  We believe in God, 
even when God is silent. This is the focus this year, for Lent, to help us 
engage the season more deeply; I Believe… It is inspired by a poem 
written by a Jewish person in the cellar of a concentration camp in Co-
logne. 

We often speed through Lent to get to the celebration of Easter, but we 
can’t do that.  We have to look at the cross and see our God hanging 
from it in all its agony and pain because there is always agony and pain 
in life.  If we look beyond the cross, we will see God.  God may be silent, 
but God is there, even at the cross. God has never and will never leave 
us. -Pastor Sami 

Join us for our next Book Club on Wednesday, March 6 at 6:30 PM in 
the Conference Room.  We will be discussing Anita Diamant’s The 
Red Tent.   

"Her name is Dinah. In the Bible, her life is only hinted at in a brief 
and violent detour within the more familiar chapters of the Book of 
Genesis that are about her father, Jacob, and his dozen sons. Told in 
Dinah's voice, this novel reveals the traditions and turmoils of ancient 
womanhood--the world of the red tent.   Deeply affecting, The Red 
Tent combines rich storytelling with a valuable achievement in mod-
ern fiction: a new view of biblical women's society." -goodreads.com 

Pastor Sami 

 “I believe in the sun 
even when it is not shining 
And I believe in love, 
even when there’s no one there. 
And I believe in God, 
even when he is silent. 

I believe through any trial, 
there is always a way 
But sometimes in this suffering 
and hopeless despair 
My heart cries for shelter, 
to know someone’s there 
But a voice rises within me, saying 
hold on 
my child, I’ll give you strength, 
I’ll give you hope. Just stay a little 
while. 

I believe in the sun 
even when it is not shining 
And I believe in love 
even when there’s no one there 
But I believe in God 
even when he is silent 
I believe through any trial 
there is always a way. 

May there someday be sunshine 
May there someday be happiness 
May there someday be love 
May there someday be peace….” 

– Unknown 
Lenten Schedule Snapshot! 

Ash Wednesday, March 6 at 12 noon & 7 PM 

Mid-Week Soup Supper & Worship,             
Wednesdays beginning March 13 at 5:30 PM 

Palm Sunday, April 14 at 9 AM 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 at 7 PM 

Good Friday, April 19 at 7 PM 

Holy Saturday, April 20 at 5 PM 

Easter Sunday, April 21 at 9 AM & 11 AM 
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Epiphany Artwork 
Four people from St. Paul's have created 
one piece of art in four sections. These art-
ists used their unique gifts to create their 
piece of art that, when put them together, 
reveals God's larger picture for us.  Each 
artist could use whatever medium they felt 
the Spirit calling them to use. After, they wrote an explana-
tion of how God inspired them to create their art piece. 

"As I stared at the blank canvas, I felt a divine nudge to cre-
ate this art piece with a collection of fabrics, 
natural fibers, and found items. The resulting 
piece is eclectic and diverse, with many varied 
patterns and textures. Antique crocheted pink 
and cream-colored lace made by my grand-
mother forms one of the lines and the blue 
area is needle felted silk fibers on denim to 

resemble a sunset. The purple stripe and the sun are portions 
of knitted objects. Look closely for one area of three purple 
gems in a line, representing the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
God clearly worked as the architect in this design. I hope it 
speaks to you in some way!" ~Ellen Cooper 

"When I think of Jesus I see a man of simple 
means wearing a plain robe covered in stains and 
tears. On further examination, however, I find a 
man with many layers, quite like the many shades 
in his beard. He is complicated. It is sometimes 
difficult to decipher many of his talks and teach-

ings. The one thing that comes shining through is his Grace. 
Once we understand this Grace, our faith keeps us following, 
learning, growing, and emulating him." ~St. Paul’s anony-
mous artist 

"God finds ways to speak and reveal himself to 
us in the strangest ways. Even though I am 
often inspired through the heady theology 
and I build my relationship with God often on 
the balance of faith and reason, sometimes it 
is in the simplest ways that He reveals the 
most beauty. I chose to let the Spirit work 
through children. Their hands and voices are sometimes the 
most powerful manifestations of God's immense love for 
us." ~Rachel Burkey, St. Paul's Director of Student Ministries 

“I’ve always been fascinated by intricate detail. 
The blank board sat on my desk for almost two 
weeks until one evening my eyes fell on a small 
red box filled with the paper that divided the 
individual squares of foil my hair dresser used 
on my hair. I colored the papers with water color 
washes; tore them into pieces and put them in 

that red box. Looking at the box, I suddenly knew what I was 
going to do; an icon-like mosaic. As so often happens with 
creative and spiritual things you have to stop, take your 
hands off the wheel and let what needs to be flow through 
you. When I finally stopped hyper-analyzing each tiny piece 
and unconsciously let them place themselves a beautiful 
thing flowed out. A new creative fascination has been born 
in me.”  ~Karen McKenna 

Lenten Schedule:  The Details!   

Part 1 

Part 2 

Parts 1-3 

Part 4 

Wednesday Soup Supper & Service at 5:30 PM 

Beginning March 13, various ministries within St. Paul’s will 
be asked to bring soup for one night in Lent.  Soup supper 
will begin at 5:30 PM.  Worship will begin at 6 PM.   

Is Jesus the Son of God?  Each week, we will sit in on the 
trial to decide the divinity of Jesus. Jesus will represent him-
self and the prosecutor will be Satan.  Witnesses will be 
called forward and will be questioned by Jesus and Satan. 
You won't want to miss this drama written by Karen Madsen 
and Pastor Sami!  The trial will also be on Facebook Live.  
Wednesday soup supper & worship will conclude April 10.   

Holy Week:  Palm Sunday, April 14 at 9 AM 

Holy Week:  Maundy Thursday, April 18 at 7 PM 

We will be doing anointing and/or foot washing. It is up to 
you to participate in any way you feel comfortable.  

Holy Week:  Good Friday, April 19 at 7 PM 

This year, we are partnering with Abiding Hope Lutheran 
and Immanuel Lutheran for Good Friday worship hosted at 
St. Paul's. We will be doing eight Stations of the Cross. The 
stations will be presented through a combined choir, dance, 
art, drama, and other unique ways of engaging the final mo-
ments in Jesus' life. This will be a very powerful service for all 
ages. 

Holy Week:  Holy Saturday, April 20 at 5 PM 

This service begins outside around the firepit where the 
Christ candle is lit.  We will light our individual candles from 
the Christ candle and walk together, bringing the risen light 
into the church with the new Christ candle. There will be a 
sparkling cider toast after service to celebrate the resurrec-
tion of Christ. 

Holy Week:  Easter Sunday, April 21 at 9 AM & 11 AM 

Celebrate with us.  Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!  
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Congregational Care Ministries  
Congregational Sympathy 

Congregational sympathy is shared with 
the family & friends of Daniel J. Hagan, 
father of Kelly Zimmerman, who passed  
away January 24, 2019.   

Congregational sympathy is also shared 
with the family & friends of Alvin G. 
Boltz, father of Beth Kuric, who passed 
away February 14, 2019.   

Congregational Prayers 

Please keep our following brothers and 
sisters in Christ in your daily prayers: 
Jon Belcher, Shawn Conrad, Marsha 
Cunningham, Pat Dooher, Alice Eger, 
Sue Flack, Mary Ann Frick, Rick Heid’s 
aunt, JoAnn Jeska, Audrey Killian, 
Darcy Koper & her husband, Karen 
Marzka, Charles Roward & Linda 
Isaly, Mark Sandstrom, & Jim Ward.  
Pray for members of our church family 
and community who are facing illness or 
surgery.   

Continue to pray for those who are 
homebound or in nursing homes:  Clara 
Davis, Kathryn Duran, Alice Eger, Les 
Einhipple, Kay Heidler, Ken Johnson, 
Phyllis Lindahl, Emmy Loomis, Sally 
McIlvried, Ellie Perry, Alice Ristau, 
Connie Slattery, and Donna Spangler.  
Wrap your hearts around those who are 
alone, broken-hearted, grieving, or anx-
ious.   

We continue to pray for those who are 
close to us who serve in the military –  
stationed around the world – who de-
fend and fight for freedom:  Samuel 
Arthur, Michael Cunningham, David 
Hall, Brennan Madara, Christopher 
Newlin, Natalie Rambish, Benjamin 
Sperring, Brody Swab, Christopher 
Tinsman, Thomas Weidle, and Zacha-
ry Zehner.   

We keep our college students in prayer 
as they study and prepare for their future 
vocations:  Breanna Berger, Karly Bliley, 
Emily Collins, Ethan Cunningham, Alex 
Farantzos, Andrew Haverly, Justin Ku-
ric, Alexa Kwiatkowski, Madison Mac-
iulewicz, Matthew Parry, Eriq Schau, 
Aidan Sloppy, Derek Sloppy, Spencer 
Sorenson, Ian Stroul, Emily Thelin, Nik-
ki Zehner, and Ryan Zimmerman. 

March Anniversaries 

March 2– Allen & Linda Swab 
March 21– Mike & Jacqueline Barber 
March 28– Steve & Lisa Thelin 
 
March Birthdays 

March 1– Steven Crncic, Justin Kuric 
March 2– Eriq Schau 
March 3– Bill Gross, Gary Nuber 
March 6– Emma Cunningham 
March 7– Mark Holcomb, Sue Lang 
Mar 8– Karen Covington, Connie Slattery 
March 9– Jered Carr, Averie Grutkowski 
March 11– Naomi Jacobitz, Joe Lang 
March 12– Jennifer Douglas, Carter Jones, 
 Haley Martucci, Richard Schultz 
March 13– Andrew Collins 
March 14– Ken Johnson 
March 15– Barb Davies, Becky Jones 
March 16– Nathan Burillo 
March 18– Barb Toy 
March 19– Mia Burkhart 
March 20– June Kessler 
Mar 21– Christina Berger, Peggy Fuhrman 
March 22– John Balogh, Ellen Cooper 
March 23– Melissa Collins, Mary Alice 
 Miller, Jamie Swab 
March 24– Gabe Chiapa, Paul Sandstrom 
March 25– Amy Chiapa 
March 26– Drew Kwiatkowski 
March 27– Lucas Burillo 
March 29– Quinn Gould 
March 31– Anna Hall, Brian Kuric 

Congregational Thank You Notes 

Visitation requests, including home 
communion, or congregational care 
questions?  Contact June Kessler at 
CongregationalCare@stpaulserie.org 
or 814-833-1761, ext. 339.   

St. Paul’s Family, 

   Thank you for the cookies.  They 
were delicious.  I enjoy the lap quilt 
too, very much.  I also appreciate the 
visits from my church family. 

  Connie Slattery 

Dear Sweet Church Ladies & Kids, 

   Thank you for the delicious Christ-
mas cookies.  They were so pretty and 
I’m sure lots of work.  Sorry it took so 
long to send this but I was in a reha-
bilitation hospital after a fall.  

  Love, 

  Pat Dooher 

Dear Pastor & everyone at St. Paul’s, 

   Thank you so much for all of the 
prayers for our daughter Nikki.  God 
bless all of you.  Words can’t begin to 
express our deep appreciation.  Nikki 
is at home and has turned the corner 
to recovery! 

  Lori & Ray Garske 
  & Family 

St. Paul’s former member who was  
recently diagnosed with cancer: 

Sue Flack 

76 Kristian Way East, Heath, OH  43056 

Nancy Twichell will be moving to be closer 
to her daughter.  We will miss her!  Here is 
her new address: 

330 Lions Hill Road 

Apt. W319 

State College, PA  16803 

Dear St. Paul’s family, 

   Thank you so much for the prayers 
and support you’ve given to  me and  
my family.  It’s so comforting, when 
facing difficulty, knowing you’re not 
facing it alone. 

   Thank you again, 

   Kevin McKenna 
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By The Numbers:   Jan 2019 

Avg. Attendance:  Saturday 30 

Avg. Attendance:   Sunday 83 

January Offering $25,091 

Offering Year-to-Date $25,091 

Expenses Year-to-Date $25,616 

Difference Year-to-Date -$525 

January Difference  -$525 

January Expenses $25,616 

Church Attendance & Finances  

Church Council Highlights 
From the February 2019 meeting: 

· Property Team is collecting bids for the renovations of 
the restrooms behind the sanctuary that include in-
stalling showers. 

· Worship Team has begun recording sermons to be 
put online. 

· Child Development Center Taskforce will have an ad-
ditional meeting with CDC staff this month. 

Next meeting:   

Monday, March 18, 2019 at 7 PM in the Conference Room.   

Stephen Ministries 
 All year-round, Stephen Ministry answers God’s call.  

We embrace God’s will to come together to create 
community and care for others just as Jesus did. 

Each one of us is different and unique in many ways, 
but God has given us the tools to uplift one another 
and walk with others in need.  We all have the same 
basic needs:  to feel loved, cared for, valued, and heard. 

Our Stephen Ministers and Leaders are here for you.  
For more information about Stephen Ministry, please 
contact June Kessler, Sandra Hall, or Becky Holcomb at                           
StephenMinistries@stpaulserie.org or 814-833-1761, 
ext. 387. Paul’s Table Lenten Study 

Join us for a six-week Bible study during Lent to help us in 
our quest to seek God's will in all aspects of our lives. Each 
session will offer a new biblical character to use as a reference 
point for discussion. Feel free to attend as many sessions as 
you can; prior attendance is not required!  Questions? Con-
tact Gary Bax at AdultForum@stpaulserie.org or 814-833-
1761, ext. 318. 

Hope Circle Women’s Bible Study 

Hope Circle will meet on Monday, 
March 11 at 10 AM in the Conference 
Room.  Hope Circle will be continuing a 
4-session study, “Meetings with Jesus,” about the Gospel of 
John.  Jan Spurlin will lead the study and Ruth May will be 
hostess.  Questions?  Contact Barb Toy or Ruth May at                                                
HopeCircle@stpaulserie.org or 814-833-1761, ext. 354.  

Faith Formation Ministries 

GriefShare Ministry 

GriefShare will begin on Monday, March 25 at 12:30 PM in 
St. Paul’s Clare-Wolfe Lounge.  Each session of GriefShare 
involves watching a video, journaling, and group discussion.  
Questions?  Contact Heather McLaughlin at GriefSupport-
Group@stpaulserie.org.   
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Pre-School Ministries 
We will celebrate Dr. Suess on Friday, March 1st.  Our 
morning & afternoon class teachers will offer 10-15 minute 
parent conferences on Tuesday, March, 12th.  Pre-K will 
offer conferences by appointment.  

We will celebrate St. Patrick's Day with a lepre-
chaun hunt and looking for gold at the end of 
the rainbow.  We sometimes find a leprechaun 
and catch him trying to play tricks on us.  We are all look-
ing forward to the first day of spring on March 20th.   

Student Ministries (7-12 grade) 

Scrapalooza is an all-day crafting event which raises mon-
ey for our students to attend mission trips and Camp 
Lutherlyn.  Donations of baked goods for desserts are 
needed from the congregation, as well as items for the 
Chinese auction.  Student volunteers are also needed for 
time slots throughout the day.  To donate food, items, or 
volunteer time, sign up on the sheet in the narthex.   

This time of year we begin to practice for our Spring Musical 
which will be held in St. Paul’s sanctuary on Wednesday, May 
22nd at 9:30 AM.  All are welcome to come see our Pre-School 
children sing a few of the songs we have enjoyed during this 
school year.  This is our last day of pre-school before we have 
our Waldameer school picnic on Friday, May 24th. 

Our registrations for next school year will continue. We will 
take calls and set up tours for anyone interested in learning 
about our pre-school program.  Please contact Tammi Fer-
rante at PSDirector@stpaulserie.org or 814-833-1761, ext. 
114.   

Youth Ministries (k-6 grade) 

Movie Night is coming up on Saturday, March 9 from 6:15-
7:45 PM in the sanctuary.  Wear your jammies, bring a     
pillow and/or blanket, & invite your friends! Join us for pop-
corn & "Prince of Egypt."  Questions? Contact Melissa            
Collins at YouthDirector@stpaulserie.org or 814-833-1761, 
ext. 105. 
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 Join this ALL NEW Student Ministry group beginning Sun-

day, March 10 from 11:15 AM-1:15 PM at Moe's on 12th St.  
P3 will continue to meet the 2nd Sunday of every month.  
Questions? Contact Rachel Burkey at StudentDirec-
tor@stpaulserie.org or 814-833-1761, ext. 113. 

Special thank you to John Erikson for the donation               
towards the Youth & Student Ministries’ snow tubing      

adventure.  We really appreciate your generosity.   
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Grief Support Group Meeting 

The Grief Support Group will meet again on Thursday, March 
14 at 5:30 PM in St. Paul’s Conference Room.  Meetings are 
free-of-charge & open to the public.  Snacks are provided.  
RSVPs are appreciated, but not necessary.                         
Questions?  Contact Heather McLaughlin at GriefSupport-
Group@stpaulserie.org or 814-877-6527.     

Community Care Ministries 

For scheduling information, contact one of the following individuals via email or call 814-833-1761 
and use the appropriate extension: 

Saturday Altar Care– Cheryl Moore at SatAltarCare@stpaulserie.org  |  ext. 352 

Altar Care, 9 AM – Karen Marzka at AltarCare@stpaulserie.org  |  ext. 322 

Worship Assistants – Erich & Pam Zech at WorshipAssistants@stpaulserie.org  |  ext. 348 

Acolytes & Ushers– Larry Kessler at Worship@stpaulserie.org  |  ext. 315 

Winter Sock Drive Update 

St. Paul’s Winter Sock Drive, for those who are experiencing 
homelessness, answers the needs of many in Erie thanks to 
your generosity. Over 500 pairs of new socks have been col-
lected and distributed to Erie’s shelters serving those who 
are experiencing homelessness, including St. Patrick’s Haven, 
The Upper Room, and Our Neighbor’s Place.  We will contin-
ue to collect your donations of new pairs of adult socks in 
the bin in the narthex.  Thank you for your generosity! 

God's Work in the World 

We often talk about how God works through us to do great 
things in the world.  Amy Chiapa was inspired by the "Draw 
the Circle Wide" theme we had in service.  Amy is a school 
counselor at Jefferson Elementary School and during Chil-
dren's Grief Awareness Day, Amy created a mural with stu-
dents, teachers, and staff contributing sections to draw their 
circles wider still.  "It is important to celebrate being con-
nected to one another and helping/encouraging each other, 
especially when we lose someone we love or are going 
through something, because no one should ever feel alone."   

Worship Assistants’ Schedule for March 

�ĂƚĞ dŝŵĞ �ůƚĂƌ��ĂƌĞ hƐŚĞƌƐ 
�ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ����������
DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ 

�ŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ��������������������
�ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ �ĐŽůǇƚĞ �ƌŽƐƐ-ďĞĂƌĞƌ 

DĂƌ�Ϯ ϱ͗ϬϬ�WD DŽŽƌĞ�dĞĂŵ           

DĂƌ�ϯ ϵ͗ϬϬ��D ZŽǁĂƌĚͬDĂǇ�dĞĂŵ tƌŝŐŚƚ�dĞĂŵ >ĞŶ�dŽǇ �ƌŝĐŚ��ĞĐŚ 
DĞŐĂŶ���������
�ĞĐŚƚŽůĚ ^ƚĞůůĂ��ĞŝůŚĂƌǌ 

DĂƌ�ϵ ϱ͗ϬϬ�WD �ůŵĞƌͬDŽŽƌĞ�dĞĂŵ           

DĂƌ�ϭϬ ϵ͗ϬϬ��D ZŽǁĂƌĚͬDĂǇ�dĞĂŵ <ĞƐƐůĞƌͬ�ŚŝĂƉĂ�dĞĂŵ :ŝŵ�^ĐŽƩ ZŽŶ�dŝůů ^Ăŵ�&ŽƌĞŚĂŶĚ ,ĂŶŶĂŚ�^ĐŚŵŝĚƚ 

DĂƌ�ϭϲ ϱ͗ϬϬ�WD >ĂŶŐ�dĞĂŵ           

DĂƌ�ϭϳ ϵ͗ϬϬ��D ZŽǁĂƌĚͬDĂǇ�dĞĂŵ 'ƌŽƐƐͬ^ĐŽƩ�dĞĂŵ :ĂĐŬ�DĂƌƟŶ ^ƚĞǀĞ�dŚĞůŝŶ EŝĐŽůĞ�DĞƚǌůĞƌ yĂǀŝĞƌ�:ŽŶĞƐ 

DĂƌ�Ϯϯ ϱ͗ϬϬ�WD &ƵŚƌŵĂŶͬ&ŽƌĚ�dĞĂŵ           

DĂƌ�Ϯϰ ϵ͗ϬϬ��D ZŽǁĂƌĚͬDĂǇ�dĞĂŵ �ŽůůŝŶƐͬ�ŚŝĂƉĂ�dĞĂŵ tĂǇŶĞ�'ĂƌĚŶĞƌ �ĞďďŝĞ��Ğ�ŽƵƌƐĞǇ ZǇůŝĞ��Ăƌƌ ^Ăŵ�&ŽƌĞŚĂŶĚ 

DĂƌ�ϯϬ ϱ͗ϬϬ�WD �ŝŵŵĞƌŵĂŶͬ��Ăǆ�dĞĂŵ           

DĂƌ�ϯϭ ϵ͗ϬϬ��D ZŽǁĂƌĚͬDĂǇ�dĞĂŵ <ĂņĂͬ&ŝƌŵĞŶƚ�dĞĂŵ <ĂƌĞŶ�DĐ<ĞŶŶĂ >ĂƌƌǇ�<ĞƐƐůĞƌ :ĂĐŽď�'ƌŽƐƐ EŝĐŽůĞ�DĞƚǌůĞƌ 



Page 8 St. Paul’s Newsletter 

March Calendar 


